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Unui “ 
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reading I hr (treiry of * Wnt 
VjtpmU wnm*i> Uiuitc 

Mr Nr ill 

llrnr* it gone now. hut the 
lady *• Strang Yrt 

ilespite what Henri lih | ,1^, 
Ifcri and hft poetry. West 
Tugim* hat yet to folly 
a> her uatHWlkm 

10 the Male 

ho with ihr nrw admintt 
traiion. HdlhiNy once again, 
with rfrrp hope. apf#eelit In thr 
nrw govrtnnr In consider arid 
jppotm at pri laureate of thia 
stare the much deserving 
bruise MrNeilJ 

Mrs Roger Waterman Pease 
la a Pocahontas gu|, turrit and 
reared on a mountain farm 
oral Marhnfnn. land on winch 
ihe McNeill family lived airier 
before rhe Revolution 

Her father taught school in 
(he two room school house she 
attended Eventually she re 

reived hri ha* helor 'a degrer m 

English from Concord College, 


ml her master a from Miami 
University of Ohm She re 
one a dsetomt m history 

from West Virginia University 
because at ihe f, m * ,he v 4 , fl 
not offer an KngJiah dwtaniir 
Loulae Mt Neill is perhaps 
iturai famous ho her |Hf 


If ally Alh*h«Offn the ««ude«it 
newspairet *4 WVlJ The W*fc 
'West Virginia Women in 
eludes a sketch of hei life and 
wort 

l/wrie M* NevJJ m rrfftoiaUy 
retired and living now in 
Lewhstiurg Sbr has taught «i 

( OIK Of d ( >rlle gr hsuriw 

Stale Pairmons Vale railage 
and other elementary and 
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poetry awl in fart may have 
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due tn hoftne her wilh «kr 
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i collet non of pemi "Giulfy 
Mountain *’ Thu, her first 
collection, was a series of 
historic ml petni tracing the 
lives of various West Virginia 
families, mostly during the 
| pioneer days 

Her second volume Tunc 
Is Our M"n*r was pohJisher] 
in J'HJf lr contains phiJosopL 
f ital poems and a section of 
fytks on World Wat II 

Moat recently effusing from 
her pen was ihe book "Parados 
Jlill Prom Appalachia to l.unsr 
Shore /* published by the West 
Virginia University Library 
with private funds made avail 
able through the Wear Virginia 
University Foundation. If it In 
this book she look* ai the 
heritage of the Mountain State 
residents as she traces their 
ronariousueii from pioneer 
days to atomic frontier*, and 
look* to the future with 
uncertainly 

Mm McNeill writes tn 
traditional verse form, however 
she believes that the beauty rf 
poetry lies m content a nr 
feeling rather than form She 
believe* poetry should tie 
useful useful to the spirit, 
useful to relieve the mind, and 
useful to so irty -She has 
strong convict pins about her 
self, her heritage. lief home 
bod and its future Her ability 
f h translate these convictions 
info rfie form of poetry is what 
makes Iter petty so beautiful 
Her poems have appeared in 
OMnllrift puh hr at ions Her 
First poetry appeared tn tb 


Art I mm the cover erf her fust 
hool, ''Cauley Mouslais". 
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LOUISE McNEILL • • -Perusing her third book. 
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Weit Virginia's 
Poet Laureate 
Dr. Louise McNeill 
Pease, a Lewiaburg poet 
whose newest book will be 
used in Wert Virginia class¬ 
rooms, has been named 
Wert Virginia's new Poet 
Laureate. 

The announcement was 
made by Governor Rocke¬ 
feller, who also announced 
that Roy Lee Harman of 
Beckley, who has served as 
Poet Laureate for 41 years, 
will assume the title of Poet 
1 Laureate Emeritus. 

The Governor said Dr. 
Pease, who writes under 
the name of Louise Mc¬ 
Neill, will be formally in¬ 
stalled in a ceremony this 
spring at the Cultural Cen- 
I ter, 

‘‘I share a tremendous 
admiration for- Louise Mc¬ 
Neill's sensitive poetry. 
She’s captured the cadence 
of the language and the 
history of our people in 
volumes of poetry which 
poignantly bespeak our 
heritage. 1 deem it fitting 
that she chronicle the state 
she loves as its Poet Laure¬ 
ate," the Governor said, in 
making the appointment. 

Dr. Pease's newest book, 
"Elderberry Flood," is the 
first book to be publish¬ 
ed by the State Depart¬ 
ment of Culture and His¬ 
tory . It tells, in poetic form, 
the history of West Vir- 


I Photo by Ken Swigerl 



25th Wedding Anniversary 
A surprise party was 
given for Mr. and Mrs. 
Keith Moore on their 25th 
Anniversary on February 
10 at the Legion Hall. At¬ 
tending were Mr. and Mrs. 
Wade Sharp, Mr. and Mrs, 
Wilbur Curry, Mr, and 
Mrs, Joe Laskey, Mr. and 


Joey, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Clifton, Mr. and Mrs Rich¬ 
ard Wilfong and Daren, 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnnie Nel¬ 
son , Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Landis. Dewey Sharp, Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike McElwee, 
Sandy Moore, Tom Morri¬ 
son, Bill Barnett, Jeff Bar¬ 
nett. 
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gimtt irurn me time oe* 
fore it was settled up to 
modem times. The book, 
through a joint effort be¬ 
tween the Governor, the De¬ 
partment of Culture and er 
History and the Depart¬ 
ment of Education, will be 
made available to all stu¬ 
dents studying West Vir¬ 
ginia history, 

Louise McNeill Pease’s 
published volumes 


Mrs. Ken Swiger, Mr, and The cake was made by 
Mrs. Ed Wagner, Mr. and Mrs. Helen Sharp. Nice 
Mrs. Curtis Pyles, Mr. and gifts were received and a 
Mrs. Bill Clendenen and good time was had by all. 



She earned degrees at 
Concord College (A.B.)/ 

Miami University of Ohio 
(M. A.), West Virginia Uni- ^a 

versity (Fh,B| and also , j* ^ 
studied at Ohio University, r^\ S 
She taught for 30 years ^ 

- - --— of at schools including Aiken ^ 

poetry includes "Mountain (S.C.l Preparatory School, m 
White,* 1 "Cauley Moun- West Virginia University, 
tain” (which includes a fore- Potomac State College, 
word by Stephen Vincent Concord College and Fair- 
Benet with jacket comments mont State College, ^ 

bv Louis Untermeyer and In 1973* Dr, Pease re 
Archibald MacLeish), devote time to her 

Time is Our House,** anting She was honored 
"From a Dark Mountain,*' the West Virginia So- 
"Paradox Hill, "From Ap- c * et y i n Washington as the 
palachia to Lunar Shore/' "West Virginia 

with jacket comments by Daughter of the Year/* at 
Jesse Stuart and Louis th® same event at which 
Untermeyer), and "The Governor Rockefeller was 
Great Kanawha River in the named "Son of the Year.* 1 
Old South/' Her other honors include 

In addition, she's had an Atlantic Monthly poetry 
articles published in more prize, and having a prize 
than 19 magazines, among for poetry established in 
them American Mercury, ber name at Mortis Harvey 
Atlantic Monthly, Harper's College. 

Saturday Review, Saturday ^ r - Pease is married to 
Evening Post (over a‘20- Roger W. Pease, formerly 

jear period)!, Ladies Home of H A8 i[ ieId ' Massachu - 1V . uwm , m ltie 

oumal. Commonwealth, setts They have one son. onlv living grandchildren of 

Appalachian Review, Good Douglas who resides m German emigrants to this 

Housekeeping, and the Storrs, Connecticut. 

Christian Science Monitor. _ 

D & E College 

Mai Morath 

Max Morath, an accom¬ 
plished actor and monol- 
ogist as well as a ver- 

I sstile pianist, will be com¬ 
bining his affection for the 


Birthday 

Mrs. Mamie Geiger Kel- 
lison observed her 89th 
birthday at her home in- 
Lively, Virginia February 
7, 1979. Mr, and Mrs. 
Kellison and son, Wayne, 
are former residents of 
Marlinton. Mr, and Mrs, 
Kellison were married in 
1920. 

Mrs. Kellison and her 
sister* Eva Gwin, are the 


Dr. Pease, a native of 
Pocahontas County, receiv¬ 
ed her early education in 
lira! schools to which she 
a ter returned as a teach- 


n vai m 


country. 

Their grandfather built 
the grist mill on Stony 
Creek that was later called 
the Waugh Mill and now 
has been rebuilt at Bab¬ 
cock State Park. 

Mrs, Betty Bennett, of 
Lively, and Virginia and 


son, 






His work as a plant breeder and 

as the chicl architect of his 
company's plant breeding 
programs, has responded to tike 
critical needs of agricultural and 
food production in the U. S and 
abroad. 

Dr Bum n has been active in the 
conservation and utilization of plant 
genetic resources through his 
activities as a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences 
committees on preservation and 
indigenous strains of maize as well 
as vulnerability ut major food 
ert spv 

He has served on the President s 
Svitriwe Advisory Committee on 
World Fuod Supply and the 
National Germplasm Committee, 
and has been an advisor to the Joint 
i ruled Stales Department of 
Agriculture ■ State Agricultural 
1 x pen merit Station ia>k lorce on 
torn and gram sorghum. 

He has lectured throughout the 
world un the subject of maize 
breeding, maize genetics and 
otogenettes and the evaluation of 
maize and germplasm conservation 
and utilization. 

His scientific contributions ire 
illuminated by his strong concerns 
iur peace and social justice, and he 
has worked at promoting tighter 
links between scientists in academia 
and those in commercial settings 

Dr Brown received his 
undergraduate degree from 
Bridgewater College and his 
master * and Ph,D, from 
W uahtngion University, He will be 
awjfdtd the Doctor of Science 
degree at WVU's commencement. 

Residents of Johnston, Iowa, 
Dr, Brown and his wife, Alice 


<JHh V »HI% |U ** * W M* mv 

mid* 1940's with her husband, 
Roger Pease, a faculty member in 
the School of Agriculture. She 
tuik a job with the WVU Extension 
Service, working with public 
school teachers who were renew ing 
their ceruficaies. before returning to 
graduate school. 

After she received her doctorate, 
she laughr at Potomac Suit College 
and at Fairmont State College, 
where she was a lull professor until 
she retired in 1972, 

She received the Bread Loaf 
Publications Award for her work, 
'Time is Our House," and the West 
Virginia Library Association Award 
for Paradox Hill" 

Other awards and honors 
include selection as West Virginia's 
Daughter of the Year, ihe 
Charleston Gazettes West 
Virginian of the Year, the 
University of Charlestons Gold 
Medallion of Appalachia Award 
winner and, most recently, she was 
inducted into the WVU Alumm 
Association's Academy of 
Distinguished Alumni, 

Ms, McNeill will receive a 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree 
during commencement ceremonies. 

The couple has one son, 
Douglas, a researcher at the 
Umversify of Connecticut 

She is the daughter of the late 
Dr and Mrs. G, D. McN eil! and a 
sister of James McNeill, of 
Buckeye, and Mrs C P Dorsey, 
of Morgantown 

Glen Htner, a native of 
Morgantown and chief executive of 
GE Plastics Business Group, 
'headquartered in Massachusetts, is 
the other degree recipient. 
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County Native* to Receive 
Honorary Commencement 
Decrees 

Two Pocahontas County nan res 
.m among the four people who 
have distinguished themselves 
individually m the fields of state 
government, the fight against world 
hunger. A met sc an poetry md 
intemauonal n until re luring and will 
receive honorary degrees during 
Mav U commencement cerenvomes 
at West Virginia University. 

Gaston Caperton, West 
Virginias 3Ut governor, William 
Lacy Brown, president emeritus of 
Pioneer Hi Bred Seed Company; 
Louise McNeill, West Virginia Poet 
Laureate: and Glen H Miner, 
senior vice president of General 
Lfectrik Company, will receive then 
honorary degrees from WVU 
President Neil S Buck lew. Ms 
McNeill and Mr Brown are from 
Pocahontas Courtly, 

I he contributions nf all thc^e 
individuals to the state and nation 
have been extraordinary/ Dr 
Buckle* said These outstanding 
Individuals have been blessed w»rh 
the gifts of vision and 
perseverance, and have worked 
hard to be successful in their 
chosen endeavors * 

Governor Caper ton will be 
awarded the Doctor of Laws 
degree 

William Lacy Brown. a native ol 
Atbovale, has been associated with 
Ih Bred International Inc, since 
1945, advancing from researcher to 
chut geneticist to director ol 
research to chairman and now 

nr^viKnttt 


Hannah Brown, hive two children, 
William T. Brown and Alicia 
Brown MaUhev His sitter, Louise 
Brown Butcher, lives tn Albova le 
Their parents were the late Mr and 
Mn. Tdden Brown. 

Pocahontas County native 
Louise McNeill has been teaching 
and writing poetry about her native 
Appalachia since 1930, 

West Virginias Poet Laureate 
(designated so by former Gov 
John D. Rockefeller in 1979} was 
bom m Buckeye, and began her 
teaching career tn a one-room 
school at the age of 19, 

Ms, McNeill is the author of 
several collections of poems, the 
most recent titled * Elderberry 
Flood/ as well as numerous 
scholarly works and corun but ions 
to anthologies and textbooks. Her 
new memoir, '“The Milkweed 
Ladies/ once again focuses on life 
in the mountains 

She began her most famous 
publication, "Gautey Mountain 
11939)/ when she was working on 
her masters degree in creative 
writing at Miami of Ohm University 
in 1938. and completed it by oil 
lamp and wood stove in a 
farmhouse m Buckeye 

The American poet received her 
undergraduate degree from 
Concord College and her doctorate 
in history from W'VU in the late 
1950s In between Ms McNeill 
attended the Bread t/>af School of 
English in Vermont—where she 
worked with Robert Frost —and the 
l mversify of Iowa Writers 
Workshop 

t r> WVTI *** iti* 




ting Claes of the Ed ray District High 
School was delivered by Ret LI H 
Orr. pastor of the Rich wood Freeby- , 
ter Iso (Jhurcb, on Sunday night at 
the Method 1st Church 

Mr Orr used the life of Saul, the 
tirst king of Israel, as illustrative of 
a good beginning and a miserable end¬ 
ing It wssa lias* practical discourse 
well tinned and timely. A large con- 
fffgatioa was in attendanca The 
young ladles ami young gentlemen 
presented a very floe appearance In 
their college cape and gowns There 
are thirty-two In this year’s das*, 
twenty the girls and seven boys, the 
Urgent of any graduating class of 
this school up to this time The 
class* roll Is: Robert barlow, Jennie 
Hamer Alvergls Darnel), Anna 
Denison, Bedford Dillej, Mary War¬ 
wick Dunlap, Joe Eskridge, Nela 
Flack, Helen Fortune, Rule Geiger, 
Glenns Gibson, Goldie Gay Hannah, 
Marjorie Hannah, Edith Kelmentoo, 
Edith May, Evelyn Ginger. Stanley 
McLaughlin, Curtis McCoy. Louise 
McNeill. GeyneMe Moore, Marguerite 
Moore, Vet ale Moore, Anne Morris. 
Virginia NeeL Rets Rexmde, Mary 
Ruck man, Marguerite Robe ft son, 
Consuls Rlder,-8icrl Shrader. Helen 
Smith, Rule Walton, Jesse Wiley. 

A molt Yeager, who taught In the 
Ahleraon High school, came home 
Saturday- 
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nmonc times ana ends " 
looking into the future. It n 
e covers incidents end people B 
, from all over the State and ' c 
0,11 all aspects of the society ~ 
that makes up West Vir- , 

■ ginia. Yes, blacks and * 
, women are well represent- _ 
r oi ed here. J 

Pocahontas County read- * 
ea ' era will particularly savor a 
? re poems about this area P 
^ which Dr. McNeill knows so 1 
well: The Moccasin String, 

>m ' which tells of an incident in “ 
* r ‘ an Indian raid at Mill Point , 
me in the 1780's; A Fable of 11 
Droop Mountain, which 11 
If® tells a little-known legend 0 
■ 01 about the Civil War battle n 
in 1863; Comer Tree, baaed P 
on the Lewia Oak, the f' 
®® r stump of which stood in 
ttrr ! Marlin ton until this year; 

Lumber Ghost Towns and f 
*r* Green Bank Radio Aatrono- 1 
ob - my Center. rt 

a This is a book of heroes, ? 
oe ® heroines, and larger-than- [. 
life characters in West Vir- ? 
ginia s rich story: Corn- ? 
md stalk, John Lewia, the slave & 
Dick Pointer, Betty Zane, p 
r 5: Daniel Boone, John Brown, 

* v Nancy Hart, to name just a i 
re ' few. This is also a book of t 
courageous but forgotten -j> 0 
‘ rt ‘ individuals: the settlers, B 
^ the itinerant teachers, the 
lce circuit riders, the railroad 3 
builders, the loggers. It n.., 
ov " took all of these to make ' 
lBe West Virginia and in telling 
for their story Louiae McNeill t 
is not ashamed to allow her ^ .. 
est pride in her native state to j 
**! show through. Recom- A n , 
0x1 mended for all West Vir- ^ 
or ' ginians and all others who 
nt - want to catch the spirit of i sn 
the Mountain State. 


Dear liditor, 

I have been an admirer of Louise 
McNeill for many years. I was 
introduced to her once, when I was 
a student at WVU in the ‘50s. 

Last Friday evening Howard 
and I went over to Mount Hope to 
watch the dramatization of her 
book, Gsulcy Mountain. The 
players made the poems come to 
life fix us. 

I thought perhaps if people in 
Pocahontas County knew more 
about the performance some would 
want to come to Mount Hope to sec 
it. Or perhaps some organization 
could persuade the group to come 
to Pocahontas County some time, 
perhaps in connection with Pioneer 
Days. It's well worth seeing. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Howard Brown 
NOTE: Gaulcy Mountain is being 
performed every Friday and 
Saturday evening at 8 p.m. through 
August 14. The production is at the 
Princess Playhouse in Mt. Hope 
and tickets are S4. Call 877-5104 

for more information. 




I One of the best plays ever given by 
; the High Schoolstudenta wii "Peg of 
I my Heart. ”by Use members of "The 
Seneca" the High School annual. This 
pi ay was ifi ven at the Seneca The it re 
Friday nlyht to i capacity bouse 
Tnoee taking i part were ileta Rei 
mit, Stanley McLaughlin. Miry 
Warwick Dunlap, Anne Morris, 
Louise McNeill, Joe Eskridge, Addi¬ 
son McNeill, hud ford Dll ley, Kit ward 
Rtxrode. The proceeds will be used 
to help defray the expense of thti 
vesr'a Issue of “The Seneca", 
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One of the moat enjoyable amateur i 
hestrleal events evpr put over In tills 
own was the play "Thanlt You , i 
■lean by the Jesters Dramatic t'!ub i 
if the Edrsy District lll«h School, 
ask Thursday end Friday nights 
file crowds were lan e and a good] 
tuiu was realised, Tot* money will ( 
ib used fur school purposes The, 
■haraoters of the play were Caynall j 
Moore, Mury Hlner. Edith Kelmetu-in 
anna Denison. Louise McNeil), 
Stanley McLaughlin, K Clyde hu/.- 
tard, Bedford Dtlley, Bus Edgar, 
jurtls McCoy. 1 'aul Sharp, K S 
Dinner, Edward ft ex rode. Clay Tail- 
mar. Reed McNeil and Joe Ktkrtdfe 
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Honored 

Louise McNeill Pease 
West Virginia’s Poet 
Laureate, has received still 
another accolade. Her 
words —a poem— have 
been preserved on a dedi¬ 
catory plaque in the John 
E Hull Memorial Room at 
Miami (Ohio) University 
from which she received 
her master's degree in 
1938. 

The poem, “Dedica¬ 
tion,” a 16 line poem from 
Paradox Hill, will be en¬ 
graved on a bronze plaque 
which will include the 
names of Miami men who 
have died in American 
Wars. 

Calling Dr. Pease an 
'outstanding Miamian,” 
the school’s alumni news¬ 
paper reports that the West 
Virginia poet was the first 
master’s degree candidate 
ever to tum in a creative 
writing project accepted as 
a thesis. 

The Poet Laureate, 
named to the post in 1977, 
was honored as West Vir¬ 
ginia Daughter of the 
Year in ceremonies with 
Governor Rockefeller in 
1979 in Washington, D. C. 

Her writings include 
Elderberry Flood, a volume 
of poetry telling West 
Virginia’s history, publish¬ 
ed by the Department of 
Culture and History; 
Gauley Mountain, and 
Paradox Hill, among many 
others. She is a native 
of Buckeye and presently 
resides in Lewisburg. 
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William a McNeill died at hh 

- om Siwo, January 30 IH 33 , *i 

Uie 11 vanned mici of eighty seven)pare 
on» month With his palming the 
„ community end tti» enuntjr 
s most useful slid lubMaiUJaf dt 
He wm one of 4 family of dIim 
r I children born to Jonathan U. and 
1 1 A Offline B McNeill. Of ibt nine, 
fou; inrel v# The** are Belly Buck 
l*y and Enoch McNeill of Buckeye; 
-I Aift, who live* it Sit 1X041, ft rid L ly*,** 
lof Santa Ant, California. Millie, wife 
f Uf Mi* Ute Aaron hew, and the eldest 
Hof the family, and three brotUti* 

F Ilftlilet, Jetties end lAK'fc tJItHl mm era! 
r fears ago. 

ij WlflliiD C, McNeill married Susan 
Hucklej, daughter of the . tUnerend 
Joshua Buckley, on April*!, 1 * 70 , 
and for the most pari ( .f their titty- 
dve years of married life ihef reside*l 
on the old homestead near the mhrrth 1 
of |>ff Creek. Hia agril widow and 
ll ve children survive hilt), The rhll t 
dren are Mm. Neva J, Kee and Mm b 
I A S Overholt of Mailiriton: Mrs G • 
I>. McNeill and Mr* MorUmeC KeHf-' 
son of Buckeye, and Keutwu S / nf 
I MaHInton. v 

Early in Ufa, Mr McNeill joined 
the M PGhQroh and h « lived a %oat 
eaemplary ohrlsLlan lift?, belter «m 
will 1 ng and aniiofli to do anything 
j possible for the ad vane*u*enf uf the 
church or Ids community. 

In early manhood he was noted for 
hih great physical strength but in 
I middle age he wa* itrlefc*tj by a **♦ 
vere case of 'flu* from which he nevyr 
entirely recovered, Kt»r many jear» 
he has been confined to his home be¬ 
cause of poor health. 










MHPI 

Frtxn the U**Ut*r* 

I iByZtekgatt Jam Prkt Sharp 

i Here is the poem Louise 
I McNeill Peue read to the 
i Legislature from her book, 

■ 'Ei&rbtrryFtood :* 

Daniel Boone 


l (Daniel Boone, when past the 
[ prime of his life, lived in the Orest 
i Kanawha Valley for some 10 yean 
In the 1790's, he was elected to 
l represent Kanawha County in the 
r Virginia Assembly.) 
i 


It was certainly not in his early 
I plans, 

l And certainly not in his nature; 
t But Old Dan Boone — and his 
record stands — 
i Sat tn the Legislature. 


■ He dressed himself in his deerskin 
clothes, 

* And he walked Id Richmond City; 
i Enrolled himself * where the hot air 
blows,* 

i And war then put on committee. 


He sat two days. Then took up his 
i gun, 

Walked back to Kanawha River. 

He had fought Shawnee, had 
fought Cherokee; 

But fAem lawyers made him 
quiver. 


t 

i McNeill book published 

u The University of Pittsburgh 
a Press proudly announces the 
q publication of Fermi Buffalo, i 
a collection of poetry written by the 
late Louise McNeill, West 
n Virginia s Poet Laureate from 1919 
l until ber death in June 1993. 

Louise McNeill achieved 
f national prominence as a poet, 
essayist and historian. She was 
4 bom in 1911, it Buckeye, on an 
Q Appalachian hill farm that had been 
in her family for nine generations. 
McNeill was educated at Concord 
College, Miami of Ohio, and West 
c Virginia University, 






HONORED — 
The Retard of Governor! of 
the Internationa] Platform As¬ 
sociation announce! the elec¬ 
tion to 1PA membership of 
Louise McNeil] Peaae. 

The Internationa] Platform 
Association memberabip ia 
composed of distinguished 
and dedicated persona from 
fifty-five nations. It* ances¬ 
tor. the American Lyceum As¬ 
sociation out of which the IPA 
evolved, was founded one hun¬ 
dred fifty years ago by Daniel 
Webster. 







DtATH 

Louis* McNeill PtiM 

Louise McNeill Pease, 82, Jicii 
Wednesday, June 16, 1993, at 
Good Living, a retirement 
community in MaJden, where she 
had made her home for several 
years, 

'Hie daughter of the late G, D 
and Grace (McNeill) McNeill she 
was bom at Buckeye January 9, 
1911. 

In 1939 she married Roger W. 
Pease, who died September 24, 
1990. 

Her husband, her parents, a 
sister, Elizabeth Dorsey, and a 
brother, Ward McNeill, preceded 
tier in death 

Surviving her are a son, 
Douglas McNeill Pease, of South 
Windsor, Connecticut; a 
granddaughter, Noralyn M. Pease; 
ind a brother, James W t McNeill, 
jf Buckeye. 

Services were held Sunday on 
iie Lwu of Cabin Creek Quilts in 
Malden and then on Monday at 11 
i m. in VanRecnen FuncrJ Home 

the Rev, Roy Gwinn. Burial 

on the McNeill Farm at 
Suckeye. 

Mrs r Pease was Poet laureate 
)f West Virginia, mimed in 1977 by 
hen-Governor Jay Rockefeller, 
she started writing poetry when she 
vas 16 and had poems published in 
nany national magazines. She was 
be author of several books. 
Mountain White (1931), Oauley 
Mountain, Time is Our House, 
Paradox Hill , Elderberry Flood , 
rhe Milkweed Ladies (her 
nemotrs), Hill Daughter: New and 
^elected Poems (1991), and many 
naga/ine ankles. 

Just before her death she 
:ompKetcd her last book, Her son 
:ame to sec her, typed the last 
haptcr. put it in the mail to the 
lublishers. ami then she seemed to 
ct go of life, according to the 
amily. 


She graduated from Concord 
Allege and earned a master's 
legtte a! Miami University in Ohio, 
md a doctorate from West Virginia 
Jniversiiy. 

She taught English and history 
m more than 30 years, from rural 
ebook in Pocahontas County to 
tHomae Suite, Concord, Fairmont 
Uate, and Davis and Elkins 
olleges. In J937 she was named 
eachcr of the Year m Concord 
'allege and was selected Daughter ( 
f the Year by the West Virginia 
ociety of Washington, D. C, in 
977. She wax Parade Marshal for 
ocahontax County Pioneer Days in * 
979. 
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Poet Laureate 

The townspeople of Keyser, 
where Dr, Louise McNeill Pease 
is a profeasor at Potomac Stale 
College, last week purchased apace 
in the Hillbilly to support their 
proposal for the naming of Louise 
McNeill aa the Poet Laureate of 
Weat- Virginia , And we, of her 
native Pocahontas, gladly add 
our voices for a vote of acclama¬ 
tion. Dr. -Pease, writing under 

har maiden paVna nl I .mum. M r - 

Neill (she hi the daughter of Dr. 
and Mr*. G. D. McNeill of Buck¬ 
eye^ is the author of the bojk of 
poemi, “Gauley Mountain,” and 
many others .jhat have been pub¬ 
lished in nationally-known maga- 
tine*. She know# the history off: 
her people and it a fitting candi¬ 
date far the honored title. 
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jturai heritage and 
, an appreciation of 
-- — ooofarenea presented 
the music, instrument#, lan¬ 
guage and Utarature of our an* 
cestry. Various dising craft* 
and arts wen presented such 
as spinning, weaving, wood¬ 
craft, pottery* candles, needle* 
cornbuskary. They are 
to keep these crafts. 

- The students who had ■> 

the opportunity to go were *1 
amazed that our heritage la so b< 
rich and feel that it was a mar¬ 
velous experience which every 
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it 
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should haval 
Pocahon 

represented 
by seven i__ 

adults. Att«„ u ... ft i, w„i m*. 
Green Bank area were Dobor*' in 
id | ah Mathews, Franca# Notting- Hi 
•o ham Ruth Evelyn Varner; 
r»l Marlinton was represented by 
Douglas Morrison and Linda 
Bennett. Students from Hills¬ 
boro were Linda Hill and Lynn I 
Beard. Miaa Betty Mann anti\, u 
William MeNcef acted an , 
counselor# and both #ang the * r 
praise# of the esmp. ,-“ w 

Sharing.thl* experience with 1101 
the camper# were Dr. Patrick. J 
Gainer, of West Virginia Uni* and 
vanity; Lout#* McNiill Peise, Ver 
of Fairmont; and Jim Com- 
■tock. Editor of the Hillbilly, 
and the Helvetia Dancer#. 
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1*1 IM I IB 

published 

under the above title and a- 
mang the 43 poets there are 
two daughters and a eon of Poca 
hontas. Louise McNeill Pease, 
Pearl Buck, and O. Ralph Mi¬ 
chael have poems io this book 
The first named ha* a poem 
named “Hill-Daughter”, Misa 
Buck's poem ia an untitled (se¬ 
lection reprinted from her bi¬ 
ography by Theodore Harris 
and Mr Michael'* poem is 
"It Was Enough”. -Mrs Pease, 
the daughter of the late G, D. 
McNeill, of Buckeye, is famous 
as a poet, and Miss Buck .is 
famous as a novelist, but Mr. 
Michael’s talent is not so well 
known. A librarian at Tyiart 
Valley Htjfh School, he is the 
son of Mrs. R'. L < Nellie> Sbrad 
er and the late Omer Michael, 
of Marlintrfft. The Pocahontas 
Historical Museum Shot) has 
the book on aale for $2.50. 
Thev are at the Times Office 
until the Museum opens. 

The big vault door from the 
ojd Bank of Mar|in*on building 
tfhs finally loaded Monday 


stration C 
ary meet 
third Fridi 
Mrs. Jame 
Madaiine I 
There wt 
present ani 
Leonard 
Mary R 
Miller gavi 
gram. Mr 
slides and 
interesting 
at the Supt 
sion on ol< 
was held, a 
ment* were 
social hour 

“For Y> 
a lesson del 
problem, i 
Mrs. Carl 
Swago Ho; 
Club bad tl 
at the 
Church, 
well shower 
and the Ne 

The busii 
ducted by I 


was ircaiiy loooea monoay Vr. T. o 
’ evening for its trip to Cleve-.-"' 1 ** * 


land, Ohio. It took about a 
week to get It out. The door, 
estimated to weigh about ten 
tons,- will go to the Guardian 
(ton Company, subsidiary of 

’ tJ ~*Diebold Company, where it 
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will get a refurbishing job. It 
has alreadv been sold. The 
colonial styling is io great de 
mand. 

- . ILI TJT 

Snow continues in spite of 
the calendar. Alfred McX-**>l 
and Lloyd Payne gfct stuck in 
s big snowdrift on Cranberry 
Mountain Sunday. „JLol» of 
ramp hunters out. 


Reeponsibil 
the club's f 
A "Dinm 
was voted ( 
ily Night/ 
served to el 
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Sharia Gist 
Rroce, Mrs. 
Herb Morri 
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Armstrong, 
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strong. Mi 
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RicottillL 
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Mr. and Mrs. Tony Mtz* 
ziotti and son. of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Bobby Lee May, 
daughter and son. from Penn J 
sylvanis, were home visiting 
their mother, Mrs. Jane May, 
of Durbin. last week. 

Mr. aod Mra. Loren Glut-., 
ter and children. Greggie Toro- 
■». rnie and Debbie, of Frederick, 
k, Maryland, spent the Easter 
ri holidays with their parents, 

f Mr. and Mra. Vinton Clutter, 
of Hillsboro, and the Delritos, 
,e of Rich wood. 

® Mr. and Mrs, Jim Williams, 
* of White Hall, Maryland, vit- 
* ir 


Uaed Oik* ti 
7 f#-s 5 ia dorii 
TSP-4230. 

r« 

"Fruit Trees. 

Tree*, etc 

- Inc. 


e. Pr- 
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bates, gal , 
Seasi-gtoai En* 
Porch A Plow 
House Palat 
(VM* Osly 











Port Uimit at W«i Virginia 

Daughter af Perth** 1*# 


Uulsc McNeill Pout 
1911 * m3 


dm**- (7mjjrj by Grrmbntr Jfourr 
Arrow grain* by the om + 

Phakna. spear by spur arrayed, 

Teadi m thdf w« may remember 
Other* here hive * Jked ifmJ 

Teach up— ad our generation — 

Wr are nc* the Grit to know 
DoaiH uhl w 3t and red transgression 
Where the termer warm flow 

Um$ ago our taker i father 
Here in rptingtutK ibupped hi on. 
Died aid fdJ. an arrow willing 
In ho head that Apd* mom— 

Dead j you and I will *vtr 
Lie fcwnealli the Hum’f hunl— 

Anew grate* by the liver* 

Te*:h us «e annul the firtl. 

Noc the tod to live in danger. 

Live m wivklcr and in wt*. 

Here t® earth beside (he riwa* 

Where the quia w jten flow 


Fa* and Ctrrar 
uv make a cmic here- 
Rnund and round we go 
Till our feci have madr this ting 
BeJien m ihe mow 

Let ut cfOu it now with paths— 
CntKtm piiiing by. 

Back ird fifth until ourlmli 
Cut it like i pic 


La m pUy u ft* and Cette, 

Ryu and chue and ung. 

Play the wadd n itdJ * puce. 

Amt our world • ling 

Made by children in rhe inow of this 
meadow long igu. 

Childnot of the tun and waw- 

Ouldrca of the sun 

m rn m 

ThtDmm 

1 tned to move, 

dw ; could make ao mmm. 

I Hied to jcrearn. 

Bu a|] my icreartii were gone: 

1 trial U-aee, 

9* fog w» lapped around me-- 
I ky upon my face, yet mw my ijanc, 

AihJ every Kmc there seemed lo thot- 
My country a bone*? 

On were they mine' 1 

£*h vcndxa a cam of gold 
Sa deeply in uty fleahand ikin- 
Set deeply (here ami hammered in 
t-lntd became of gold— to km— 

1 could not move— 

1 fried to move 


Mtmprui 
I have ootct heard them. 

I shall never hear - 
Still an esho falling 
When the night it dear. 
In the tkrkncu wakca me 
Lite a iruupct tcall 
Wild twana crying 
HHiihwant in the fall 
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j DEATH 

Louise McNeill Pease 

Louise McNeill Pease, 82, died 
Wednesday, June 16, 1993, at 
Ciood Living, a retirement 
community in Malden, where she 
had made her home for several 
years. 

The daughter of the late G. D. 
and Grace (McNeill) McNeill, she 
was born at Buckeye January 9. 
1911. 

In 1939 she married Roger W. 
Pease, who died September 24, 
1990. 

Her husband, her parents, a 
sister, Elizabeth Dorsey, and a 
brother, Ward McNeill, preceded 
her in death. 

Surviving her are a son, 
Douglas McNeill Pease, of South 
Windsor, Connecticut; a 
granddaughter, Noralyn M. Pease; 
and a brother, James W. McNeill, 
of Buckeye. 

Services were held Sunday on 
the lawn of Cabin Creek Quilts in 
Malden and then on Monday at 11 
a m. in VanRcencn Funeral Home 
bs die Rev. Roy Gwinn. Burial 
was on the McNeill Farm at 


k r-V#* 


— f, 




s.ste^EUzaS’ DoJseTand a 

b &l m 1 McNei11 ' —ii 

Surviving her are a son 
Douglas McNeill Pease, of South 
Windsor, Connecticut; a 
granddaughter, Noralyn M. Pease; 
and a brother, James W. McNeill, 
of Buckeye. 

Services were held Sunday on 
the lawn of Cabin Creek Quilts in 
Malden and then on Monday at 11 
a. m. in VanReenen Funeral Home 
by the Rev. Roy Gwinn. Burial 
was on the McNeill Farm at 
Buckeye. 

Mrs. Pease was Poet Laureate 
of West Virginia, named in 1977 by 
then-Govemor Jay Rockefeller. 
She started writing poetry when she 
was 16 and had poems published in 


many national magazines. She was 








the author of several books, 
Mountain White (1931), Gauley 
Mountain, Time is Our House 
Paradox Hill, Elderberry Flood, 

the Milkweed Ladies (her 
memoirs). Hill Daughter: New and 
Selected Poems (1991), and many j 

mag r u '« before Her aenih she 

•.ss-rrsSiSa 


i** in 




•»C author of “several T Was 
Mountain White (193 n Gauf*' 
Mountain, Time is Our Z y 
Paradox Hill, Elderberry Flood 
Ihe Milkweed Ladles (it 
mamms) HiU Daughter: NeJSS 
Selected Poems (1991), and many 
magazine articles. * 


Just before her death she 
completed her last book. Her son 
came to see her, typed the last 
chapter, put it in the mail to the 
publishers, and then she seemed to 
let go of life, according to the 
family. 

She graduated from Concord 
College and earned a master's 
degree at Miami University in Ohio, 
and a doctorate from West Virginia 
University. 

She taught English and history 
for more than 30 years, from rural 
schools in Pocahontas County to 
Potomac State, Concord, Fairmont 
Slate, and Davis and Elkins 
colleges. In 1937 she was named 
Teacher of the Year at Concord 
College and was selected Daughter 
of the Year by the West Virginia 
Society of Washington, D. C., in 
1977. She was Parade Marshal tor 
Pocahontas County Pioneer Days in 


1979. 



| 


1 
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McNeill's poems featured on public radio 

West Virginia Public Radio will Special historic characters such a< 

. _- J l*n 1 m m . * _ ’ V I ® 
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Roger \V. Pease 
Roper W. Pease, age 92, died in 
Manchester, Connecticut, on 
September 24. 1990. Since 1985 
he has been cared for in the home 
of his son, Douglas, and, after a 
long illness, he died in the Bidwell 
Health Care Center, 

Mr. Pease is survived by his 
wife, the former Louise McNeill of 
Buckeye; his son, Dr. Douglas 
McNeill Pease; a granddaughter. 
Noralyn M. Pease; and his nephew, 
Theodore M. Pease, of Anchorage. 
Alaska. He is also survived by two 
sons. Dr. Roger W. and Charles 
Fessendeu Pease, by a former 
marriage. 

He was born in Ashfield, 
Massachusetts, August 2, 1898, the 
son of the Reverend C. B. F, Pease 
and Jessica Cole Pease. Through 
his mother's family he was a 
descendant of James Cole of 
Plymouth Colony and of Roger 
Williams. 

He was a graduate of Loomis 
Preparatory School and attended 
Yale University, Class of 1920. 
until the outbreak of World War I. 
He volunteered for service in April 
1917 and, at the close of the War, 
attended Cornell University where 
he graduated in Agriculture in 
1922. In a much later period he 
attended Bread Loaf School of 
English, the University of Iowa, 
and in 1950 received an M. S. 
degree in Agriculture at West 
Virginia University. 

Always a wilderness explorer, 
he made a long journey in the early 
1920's, following the Laps and 
their reindeer herds across Lapland 
and, before his return to the United 
States, he climbed to the cold dark 
edges of North Cape. 

At home, he was a teacher, 
farmer, carpenter and fisherman. 
He taught at the Boys’ Latin School 
m Baltimore, in Kingswood Boys’ 
School, Hanford. For ten years he 
was headmaster of Mooreland Hill r 
, ^ School in New Britain. 
JJuring the years ol World War II. 
ic wav Assistant Headmaster ot j 
Aiken Prcparaty School Aiken, 
SouhLarohna Alter the War, he 
.1 briefly St Davis and Elkins 
t-o ege and moved in 194b to Ihe J 
^‘dlege of Agriculture at West 1 
K'nia Univemiy, where he I 
/c - -v -vo 


worked until his retirement. His 
last years in West Virginia were 
spent in Lewisburg. ] n 1985. 
when he could no longer work in 
his garden and shop, he and Mrs. 
Pease moved to Connecticut where 
they were cared for in the home of 
their son, Douglas, and his 
daughter, Noralyn. In these years. 
Roger suffered little severe pain, 
and his last illness came suddenly 
and was not of long 
duration—pneumonia. “The old 
man’s friend.” 

In early November a memorial 
service will be held in the litle 
woodland behind the Unitarian 
Church in Manchester Township. 

In the last year of his life, he 
would often quote from the 23rd 
Psalm, "Horatio at the Bridge," 
Virgil's " Aeneid,” and from the 
beautiful "Requiem" by Robert 
Louis Stevenson, written just 11 
years before Rog was bom: 

"Under the bright and starry sky 
Dig the grave and let me lie. 

Glad did l live and gladly die. 

And / laid me down with a will. 
"This be the verse you grave for 
me: 

Here he lies where he longed to 
be — 

Home is the sailor, home from the 
sea. 

And the hunter home from the hill." 
—Louise McNeill Pease 
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EMRY KANE 

By Louise McNeill 

His pause was to consider 
The lilies—how they spun, 
lie whittled on ft ramrod 
Till ail the chorea were done. 

Me played his hand-carved fiddle 
And heal hts scrawny wife, 

But lie never raised a poleax t 
Nor picked a crow with lire* 

Let it he said that Eonry 
Was not a man to fear 
The warnings of s La; vat hut, 

Thu ill effects ol beer. 

The scorn of y.ralous naltfhliOftti 
Nor winds mat nsywl his wall* 
Let it he said fur Kniry 

Hu hail iui fear at all* * * * 

Rare nil* * * . that lufl lilm sickly, 

KUiimllf t»*4tft. 

Unmanned, In*ft for Koi'j Mvsil 
Ilk Liif htr ill hi* IttCAt, 




EMRY KANE 

Hy Louise McNeill 

Ills pause was to consider 
The lilies—how they spun. 

He whittled on a ramrod 
Till all the chores were done. 

He played his hand-carved fiddle 
And beat his scrawny wife, 

Hut lie never raised a poleax, 

Nor picked a crow with life. 

Let it be said that Emry 
Was not a man to fear 

The warnings of starvation, 

The ill effects of beer, 

The scorn of zealous neighbors, 

Nor winds tiiat caved his wall. 

Let it be said for Emry 
He had no fear at all. . . . 

Save one . . . that left him sickly, 
Eternally beset, 

Unmanned, inert. For Emry lived 
In terror of his sweat. 




Dear Mr Price* 

We are glad to authorize you to re 
print In The Pocahontas Times 
Louise McNeill’s poem, “Emry Kane” 
irom the May 13th issue of the Sat¬ 
urday Evening Post. .The credit e 
require is as follows: Reprinted by 
*»ptclal permission of The Saturday 
Evening Poet, copyright 1939, by The 
t uilln Publishing Company. 

Very truly yours, 

The EDITOR3. 

Penn. 

I une tt, |U3U. 






In becoming one of Appalachia’s 
most respected poets, Louise McNeil] 
sang with pride about the mountain 
heritage of the region’s residents. 

Now she traces their consciousness 
from pioneer days to atomic frontiers 
and looks to the future with uncertainty 
in her new book of poems, “Paradox 
Hill: From Appalachia to Lunar Shore.” 

Her book was published recently by 
McClain Printing Company of Parsons 
for the West Virginia University Library 
with private funds made available 
through the WVU Foundation, Inc. 
Copies may be ordered for $4.50 each, 
plus 50 cents for postage and handling’ 
from the Book Store, Mountainlair’ 

£*** ■’MS University, Morgantown,’ 
w. Vi, 2o506* 


But who is Louise McNeill tha 
anyone should listen to her prophecie 
or share her pride and fear? 

* " ife &nd mother, and historj 
?*** 8t Faj nnont State College. Bui 

ZZ, ** ** 8 with 

IwtuL °. mie ‘ ioru about herself,-hei 

An<1^e^ r # h ^ rne, ( and 8nd itfi future 
eonrartir^' ** to ***** these 
rtrythm, lnto impelling poetic 
IW 

editors l \ w«U known to the 

mmuty y*" ° f n **P fct#d 

**2 £%Z? oaMy - 

SL*“ * trm > u " 
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poetry 



» tr. ,c «un tor n<w V"* w 
fine fingered.” p0ets to be K 

Academians, and 

themselves, often .ttemp?^* £>* 
rules for poetic subject n? *? 
McNeill objects. She ' Mla 

places limits on what poetrv * T* 1 
can deal with. p ry diould oi 

“1 once beared Allen Tate ttv th. 
no one should write a poem abound 
mother. So I have deliberately wrlttPi 
one about mine,” she said 


Paradox Hill” is divided into three 
sec t i o n s- 4 4 Appalachia,” “Scattered 
Leaves” and “Lunar Shores.” Each deals 
with aspects * of Appalachian 
life ... from the traditional to the 
futuristic. 

The book is frill of the kind of 
poetry that Stephen Vincent Beret, la 
his foreword to an earlier collection of 
her poems, “Gauley Mountain, dm 
published by McClain Printing Oo., 
described as simple, direct andfoicetoL 
Many of the poems are laced 
humor, some are tinged with vxto*. 
others are filled with outright rage- 
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Many of the stories d> un 
McNeill's ballads were toM toMf 1 
father, Douglas McNeill, w ho,* *^ 
writer, teacher and one- tim e ( 

Um> wr\>t« about West 



w» n m c ? n tT(otp°« t *« e a " d h *" d “»*. 

plus 60 ^ Book Store, Mountainlalr, 

ftom v *jJJ| n u University, Morgantown, 

W (x>uiae McNeill that 

Pllt h lld listen to her prophecies 
*ny° nf a _ ur j(}e and fear? 
or w 5 f( . mid mother, and history 

ph<,s . t Fairmont State College. But 
teacher * ^ a person with 

m ° n ' Lnvictions about herself,-her 
ht>r homeland and its future, 
j die’s able to translate these 
. fictions into compelling poetic 

^Vhr narrie is well-known to the 
vjitoR and publishers of respected 
Ltional literary' magazines such as 
Saturday Review and Atlantic Monthly, 
which have published her poems. 

During the 1950s, she was a frequent 
contributor to The Saturday Evening 
Posi. Ladies Home Journal, Good 
Housekeeping, Harpers and other 
magazines. 

Miss McNeill was born and reared on 
a mountain farm in Pocahontas County, 
where her family has lived since 
pre-revolutionary days. She attended 
the two-room schoolhouse where her 
father taught. And she received her 
bachelor’s degree in English from 
Concord College, her master’s degree 
from Miami University of Ohio; and a 
doctorate In history from West Virginia 
I’nreenity. Why a doctorate in history? 

■ t was for a very practical reason,” 
L ’' re-'aJled. “When 1 wanted to get my 
tarter.!,. WVU didn’t offer one in 
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|*nnom, whether applied to 
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u I ’ r m ivory tower. She 
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described as simple, direct^??* 7 
Many of the poems are u foiT *W 
humor, some are tinged Jl?* *** 
others are filled with outright^ 1 *®*, 

Many of the stories sour, 

McNeill’s ballads were told to bJ\ 
father, Douglas McNeill whn yhet 
writer, teacher and one-time saCV 
too wrote about West vi ! He 
volume of short stories called “t!L? 1 
Forest.” ne Ltst - 

Sometimes she is inspi^i . 
conversations she hears in public placi 
Two of the most poignant poems in 
Paradox Hill” are entitled “Overtutnl 
on a Bus.” 

At the age of 18, Miss McNeill begin 
to write seriously, and two years later 
her first poems were published in a 
Dallas, Tex., magazine, Kaliedograph. 
Since then, she has published three 
volumes of poems and several short 
stories. 

“I often will write a poem in t few 
hours,” she observed. “Tlie poems that 
turn out right are the ones that 
written rapidly. Sometimes if I fail to 
get it down the first time, I can go back 
to it later but that doesn't happen «*>' 
often.” ’ 

She is a great believer in form. Whea 
she decided to write seriously, ** 
studied form, pattern and rhythm. SH 
randy writes in free verse form. 

Mis* McNeill works my hart » 
finding the right words and peneeW* 
the images in her poem*. She 
away two of every three poem* “*** 
write*. 

Dr Kuei E. Fodar. cfcatof— * 

W V U Dwoertmeat of 
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fftUSl S« »nd Atlantic Monthly, 

SjtuitW R ^,hltshed her poems, 
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ror^ 1 " Home Jouma^, Good 
£U. Ym Harpers and other 
Hou*K eepm ®' 

"’*P zin MrNeill was born and reared on 
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P^ reV ° r^m tfhoolhouse where her 
the tffo-rtKjm sc reived her 

**« SfhJf I" English from 
h" CoUegT her master’s degree 
C°n c0 , n n jversity of Ohio; and a 
™teTn history from West Virginia 
f uS ty Why a doctorate in history? 
U ""U was for a very practical reason,” 
she recalled. “When I wanted to get my 
doctorate, WVU didn’t offer one in 
English." 

practicality is one of her first 
considerations, whether applied to 
finishing her education or writing 
poetry. Miss McNeill never has 
enshrined herself in an ivory tower. She 
feels that a poet can work as practically 
as a bricklayer or someone who bakes a 
loaf of bread. This philosophy shows in 
her work. 

I believe poetry should be useful,” 
Miss McNeill said. “It can be useful to 
tbe spirit, useful to relieve the mind and 
use to society. Of course, it’s useful 

beyond tl£.” t °°’ b “ t “ should 8° 

be^Te SSJL,“ y ?. serious Poetry has 
■*h lnd that ballads. 
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father, Douglas McN^ 
wnter, teacher and oJSi ^ 
too wrote about wJ*** » 

volume of short stories c*n!??Ne i *** 
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Sometimes she u ^ 

conversations she hears m 
Two of the most 
“Paradox HOI” are 
on a Bus.” Uetl 

At the age of 18, MissM^v . 
to ^ seriously, and^^ 
her first poems were pubtS Ut * 
Dallas, Tex., magazine, KalieT^ 1 
Since then she has pubtuS*^- 
volumes of poems and * V e«i 5* 1 
stories. *hon 

“I often will write a poem in , 
houre," she observed. “TV pi * m |£* 
turn out right are the ones 
written rapidly. Sometimes If l (,» S? 
get it down the first time, I can go back 
to it later but that doesn't happen very 
often.” 

She is a great believer in form. When 
she decided to write seriously, fa 
studied form, pattern and rhythm. Sh' 
rarely writes in free verse form. 

Miss McNeill works very hard at 
finding the right words and perfecting 
the images in her poems. She throwi 
away two of every three poems that fa 
writes. 

Dr. Ruel E. Foster, chairman of fa 
WVU Department of English, thinks ow 
of Miss Me. Teill’s greatest virtues is her 
complete lack of affectation. 

“You’ll find none of the wg, 
dramatic rhetoric of Shake^eare _ 
Milton in her poetry,” Dr. Fost j* ^ j 
“She’s contemporary, yet y°?" nS 
none of the tortured rhetoric tha 
modern poets fall prey to. ^ 

“She is urt of » gre«t " 

American poetry,” he obaerv 



























































































































































Honored b 

.„,, ise McNeill Pease, of Lew- 
■ was honored by West 

Virginia Writers. Inc., by being 

The award was presented at the 
WVVV Annual Conference, held 
this past weekend at Cedar 
Lakes. Accepting the award on 
behalf of Mrs. Pease, who was 
unable to attend, was her sister, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Dorsey, of Mor¬ 
gantown. The award was made 
at the banquet on Saturday 
night. 

The JUG award was created 
by West Virginia Writers, Inc., 
to recognize excellence in the 
field of writing by a West 
Virginian. Mrs. Pease is the 
third person to receive the JUG 
award and the first poet hon¬ 
ored. Alberta Pierson Hannum 
received the first JUG in 1983 
and Jim Comstock, country edi¬ 
tor of Richwood, the second in 
1984 . 

to private life Mrs. Roger 

l^rrv en 71 j n * >ease * Louise was 
farm an r! reare( i on a mountain 
Urn uH ^^hontas near M arl in¬ 
fer 11 two ‘ rf >om school 

^ tother taught. j 

fegr,* *£**** her Bachelor’s 
CJtta„ ii«h from Concord 

&Qm Mi*?* M* f ^ a9ter s tL‘gree 
Un,v «TMity of Ohio, 
a doctorate in 
,,n W eat Virginia Uni- 



Paradox Hill- 

chia to Lunar ShZ- PP » 8 ' 

published by the West Virginia 
IWsny Foundation. Inc * 

form She eS K m i traditional vers * 

hJt .i, u belleves ' however, 
that the beauty of poetry lies in 

content and feeling rather than 

m form. She believes poetry 
should be useful —useful to the 

spirit, useful to relieve the mind 

and useful to society. 

Her poetry has appeared in 
such respected national literary 
magazines as Saturday Review 
and Atlantic Monthly. During 
the 1950 s, she was a frequent 
contributor to the Saturday Eve¬ 
ning Post, Ladies Home Journal, 
Good Housekeeping, Harpers 
and other magazines. 

Her husband is a former 
instructor at West Virginia Uni¬ 
versity. They have a son, Doug¬ 
las, who is a graduate of the 
University of Connecticut. 

Always interested in helping 
others to write better, she has 
been an instructor, in recent 
years, at the Summer ti 
Conference at Marietta, Ohio. 

As Stephen Vincent Benatajjj 

in the Foreword to barney 
m tne u a new voice 

Mountain: 'There is a ne 

in the land. - 

nhoulderi 1«* to 1*> 

And brought th** river * 

upon * * f .iu n in the 
| heir chieftain, 
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"I, „«end. was her sister; 
i'”" 1 ’flirsheth Dorsey, of Mor- 
[Vlrs r ' ' -j-he award was made 
g*nl?* n banquet on Saturday 
at the 

tii&t- ,i tn award was created 
T i£,t Virginia Writers, Inc., 
by ze excellence in the 

t° Jf J writing by a West 
fi . ninn Mrs. Pease is the 
V S$°o Son to receive the JUG 
and the first poet hon- 
j Alberta Pierson Hannum 
received the first JUG in 1983 
and Jim Comstock, country edi¬ 
tor of Kichwood, the second in 

i9 Jn private life Mrs. Roger 
Waterman Pease, Louise was 
born and reared on a mountain 
farm in Pocahontas near Marlin- 
ton, attending a two-room school 
her father taught. 

She received her Bachelor’s 
degree in English from Concord 
College and her Master's degree 
from Miami University of Ohio. 
She later received a doctorate in 
history from West Virginia Uni¬ 
versity, 

Her most famous work is 
‘Gauley Mountainwhich was 
her first collection of poems 
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published in 1939 with a fore¬ 
word written by Stephen Vincent 
Benet. "Gauley Mountain,” a 

series of historical poems tracing 

toward rc ‘ S ,® avi| y slanted 
ot her * fe ' “ S ° re m8ny 
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shoulders low 

Ami brought these river stones to lav 
upon • 

1 heir chieftain, fallen in the stealth of 
dawn 

Hy flinted arrow from a Khnwnee how. 

Spring moons have come and hunting 
moons have gone. 

Sheep nipped the grass and rabbits 
scratched the snow 
Across this grave, the pale lace 
tracked the doe, 

And bench-legged 
mottled fawn 

Hut still in dusky summer when the 

C'riss from the shallow* of approaching 

night, ^.... 

Between the stones they heaped above 

his mound. 

Beanesth the eerie pnlW of tho 
Bloom ghostly flower* P l P*** 
while 
for one 
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Who seek* the Happy Hunting 

U'liise McNeiU Pease 
... (itiulev Mountain 
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I Rills, blue and silent 

I ! Behind this old battleground- 

Rills that once ran* with cries of* 
dyin*? men, 01 

And with the gun s resound. 

Once on tills cool mountain ^lone 
WN»r» orasses greeu, »nrt trew ncm 
wave, | 

Brj.noa5 vv£ae enemies, friends were! 

foes, • ! 

■W o now sleep here in one great, 
silent grave. 

Dusk—failing o’er the battle fie’d. 
Shadows ^lengthening o’er the hill- 
tops, night— 

Sl^op on, oil gallant men. both blue 
and gray, '• ;y§ 

You gAve your all for what you 

thought Wis right. 

L' uise McNeill, 17 years of age 
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Miss Louise McNeill of Marlin* 
is a young poet who is beJim £ ton ’I 
jfet recognition and have h..r ‘ R to 

>" variousmVtWnS""! 1 
have before me the nm nes * 1 

number of “Star-Dust”,' a jou^T"/ 

poetry, published at Washington d 
C. In it is the announcement that, 
the monthly book prize offered byai 
distinguished western poet for best 
P'lems sent into the Stardust Club i 
“ ont , h was awarded to Miss Mc- 
Neill for the month of April. Under 
the caption “Fragment:” | 

I have grown strong with the] 
strength of my desolale mountains, 
Amored from bitterness, pulseless to 
touch or to sound. 

There is reality only in the wind, the 
jagged iciness of frozen ground 

In "The Poets Forum” for Septern 
in-r, published at IP>we, Oklahoma, 
Mi s McNeill has three poems. Here 
js '<i»c of them, "Request”: 

lc.1 him, all who love me, 

\ ! u*i 1 have gone 
l*o w aik alone 

! £ .la ir . i ail lit i (#4 ‘I t I I 




I * > mill, HI I Who 1,.,. ' ' ’I 

r ; U(,'r ' have g on e '° ve m *. 
io walk alone 

t’M'wZ r ° !U i t0 death 

1 '**11 i v\ as not afn i/i u 

J, ' s na,t J e u Pon toy lips >ecause I held 
breath. 3 Ups > with failing 

* h e Kaleidoscope »> 

magazine of poetry % A ,f nati °nal 

lished at Dallas. TexL frust > Pub- 

L/Ouise McNeill of Marhn/ Silys Mi ssl 

;ik r e of twenty years, makrn"’ ^ tl « 
;ls a poet. Her poem -n . er debl 't 

Knew:” P tm ’ u «less You 

“ Y ° u > b’ing there so calm 

strangely still, 1 ra an d 

N<> protest on your lips, n 0 
word of grief. 

' St son! of SWift Sti " wonder to the 
soul of mine e 

U'lio never knew belief. 

'V, S 0S e r ‘ Credible tliafc m should 

i ^ ( >ui t.‘3 T es to all Quick beauty 
Stay your breath, * 

You who loved all life, laughter and 

tears, 

As tlio' you welcome death! 

I t Is incredible that you should take, } 
JVa.-e for sharp ecstasy, silence for 
life’s song , , . 

’A ithout a struggle or a farewell cry, i 
1 ulrsN you know that it was not for) 

-ZC- if 2J ' 



Tribute To l.nuiic McNeill 
I’tust, Wed Virginia Poet 
Laureate 

by Rep Nick Joe Bahatl, £hWV 
Louise McNeill Pease, West 
Virginia poet laureate, passed away 
at the age of 82. Ms, Pease, a 
native r>r Pocahontas County was 
sixteen when she first started 
writing poetry and dedicated most 
of her writing to the coal miners 
and the people of Appalachia, Her 
talent mid her commitment to West 
Virginia state issues led 
then-Governor Jay Rockefeller, in 
I97L to declare Pease West 
Virginia poet laureate, a title she 
kept till her death. 

Early in her career, she sold 
pE*cms to The Saturday Evening 
Post, for $5 a line. In 1931. she 
published her first collection of 
poems, "Mountain White," Since 
then, she has published six other 
books. Her last book, "Hill 
Daughter: New and Selected 
Poems," was published in 1991, 

Ms, Pease graduated from 
Concord College in Athens, WV 
arid afterward, taught History adn 
English, She received a master’s 
degree from Miami University in 
Ohio and earned a doctorate from 
West Virginia University in 
Morgantown. She started teaching 
in a one-room school house and 
later became a professor at Potomac 
State College and Fairmont State 
College, before ending her thirty 
year career in teaching. While she 
was teaching, Ms, Pease also 
concentrated on writing fiction and 
poems for magazines. 

Ms. Pease has been called "a 
true daughter of the Mountain 
State." Her poems about coal 
miners are regarded by many as a 
way to study and Icam about West 
Virginia history, Ms. Pcase*s 
intellect and spiritual beliefs also 
can be detected through her words: 
in 1991. she stated, "I suppose all 
my books are touched by die earth, 
the feeling that I’m going to be 
bound to the earth, ! may go on a 
long journey, but I will he kick to 
die earth." 

West Virginia has lost a truly 
admirable and talented woman who 
articulated the joys and challenges 
of Appalachian with such emotion 
that any otic who reads her poems 
will experience the passions of 
Appalachia's people, Louise 
Mt NellJ Pease will be greatly 
mined 
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